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Throughout the month of November, President Raul Alfonsin's Radical Party continued efforts to
organize a "social pact" with opposition legislators and Peronist labor unions to little avail. After
elections in early September, Alfonsin issued a call for a formal agreement with political opposition
parties to facilitate governing the country throughout the remainder of his term. The Radical Party
lost its majority in the national legislature, and Peronists took nearly all provincial governorships.
Meanwhile, the country's largest labor group, the General Labor Confederation (CGT) refused
to participate in social pact talks, arguing that the government's economic policies were antiworker and wholly unacceptable. On Nov. 14, the CGT leadership reiterated that it was planning a
nationwide strike. Leaders said they had not yet fixed a date for the strike, in hopes that government
officials would respond to their demands for wage hikes to compensate for inflation, and for a repeal
of labor legislation established by the military regime in 1979. Peronist legislators said they had
conditioned acceptance of any type of social pact on changes in the Radical government's foreign
debt service payment policy and other economic policy issues. Governor-elect for Buenos Aires
province, Antonio Cafiero, said that Argentina cannot resume economic growth as long as current
relations with foreign creditors are maintained. He added, "We will not sign a social pact that would
imply we support a policy we did not devise." On Nov. 24, the CGT national directorate announced
that its plans for a 34-hour nationwide general strike would go forward as planned. The strike is
the 10th such mobilization called by the CGT to protest economic policies during the Alfonsin
administration. Peronist deputies in the national congress announced Nov. 26 that they had rejected
a proposal by Radical Party counterparts on the organization of legislative committees linked
to economic policymaking. Most of the important committees, they said, are headed by Radical
deputies. The ruling party's proposal, they added, does not permit them to exercise "adequate
control over economic policy." (Basic data from various issues of Noticias Argentinas and DYN.)
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